
MEMORANDUM
TO

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
BY

THE INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY (IFP)

MARCH AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

18 OCTOBER 2019

PURPOSE OF THE MARCH:

Ours is one of the most dangerous countries for women and children to live in. This
must change. 

The  IFP  marches  today  to  highlight  the  plight,  agony  and  distress  of  all  South
Africans due to the ever-escalating brutal killings of South Africans, but in particular
women and children, and to call on the National Department of Police in particular
and  the  South  African  Government  in  general  to  put  an  end  to  these  criminal
aggressors. 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THIS MEMO?

- To call on Government to expedite a national, costed plan, to fight gender-
based violence, as the current legal framework does not support and protect
women;

- To call on Government to recognise that it has lost the war against crime in
our  country  and  that  its  strategy  to  fight  gender-based  violence  must  be
overhauled;

- To call on businesses, the private sector and Government to support NGOs
who fight and champion issues on behalf of women and children, in particular
those who run shelters for abused women and children;

- To  express  concern  with  the  minuscule  budget  that  is  allocated  to  the
Department  of  Women  in  the  Presidency,  which  does  not  speak  to  a
Government that is committed to the emancipation of women and children;

- To call  for  reforms within  the  justice system and for  more to  be  done by
Government in the fight against violent crime and gender-based violence in
South Africa.

OUR MESSAGE TO THE MINISTER OF POLICE:

- Ensure that all police stations and satellite stations have a sufficient supply of
rape kits.

- Prioritise gender-based violence cases, by fast tracking these cases and/or
creating Specialised Units within the department/SAPS that will strictly handle
such cases.

- To take action immediately when women report threats of violence against
them.



- To train police officers on how to handle such matters, and the general public
that is faced with the trauma of gender-based violence.

- To have zero tolerance of police officers that enable gender-based violence.
According to the IPID report, in 2018 in a space of 6 months, there were 55
reported rape cases against police officers; 32 were off-duty policemen, while
23 were policemen that were on duty.

OUR  MESSAGE  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE  AND  CONSITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT:

We are calling on the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Development for reform
in the  justice system in the following ways:

- Increasing the minimum sentence for gender-based violence cases. 
- To have specialised courts that will deal with gender-based violence only, in

order to avoid delay and backlog in the existing courts.

OUR MESSAGE TO THE MINISTER OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES:

- To reform the rehabilitation of inmates under the care of correctional services,
as it is not effective. 

- As part of the rehabilitation of prisoners, the Department must impose hard
labour on prisoners, including the manufacturing of goods that will be sold to
the general public of South Africa and exported to generate income for the
economy and Department. In this way prisoners will participate economically,
while  becoming skilled.  This,  in  turn,  will  lessen the burden of  tax among
South Africans who are the very same victims of crime.

OUR MESSAGE TO THE MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT:

- Better funding for NGOs that provide vital services to women and children on
behalf of the State.

- Fund and capacitate shelters for abused women and children.
- Increase the number of  Thuthuzela services across the country  and make

sure that they are well resourced especially with counselling services. 
- Employ all  state trained social  workers so that every community  will  have

access to a social worker.

OUR MESSAGE TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

- Introduce a gender equality module into the school  curriculum. This would
form  part  of  educating  young  learners,  from  foundation  phase  to  further
education and training phase, to be mindful and aware of the role of women in
our society. 



OUR  MESSAGE  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  WOMEN,  CHILDREN  AND  PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES IN THE PRESIDENCY:

- Hold to account departments that fail our women and children.
- Play a leading role in nurturing and supporting the girl child, while combatting

patriarchy wherever it manifests.
- Spearhead  a  back-to-basics  campaign  based  on  the  principle  of

ubuntu/botho, thereby re-instilling African values in our democracy.
- Encourage the establishment of Men’s Forums to encourage men to deal with

any emotional struggles and concerns.
- Target efforts to address the gender pay gap which exists within the public

service  and  resolve  where  appropriate  to  take  action  against  government
departments which do not reach targets in employing women. 

- Ensure sustainable funding for the Gender Equality Commission and provide
assistance to the Commission to promote its work and role in our society. 

OUR MESSAGE TO THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA:

- Establish  an Ad Hoc Committee  to  deal  specifically  with  the  crisis  that  is
gender-based violence.

CONCLUSION:

South Africa is faced with an enormous challenge of gender-based violence, with
detrimental implications on our country and economy. As a country, we also have a
challenge  of  overcrowded  prisons,  inclining  the  Department  to  release  prisoners
even though they are not  properly or fully rehabilitated, which defeats the whole
purpose of the Department of Correctional Services. This also has a big impact on
the public purse, as millions of Rands are spent in taking care of basic needs of
prisoners and maintenance of prison infrastructure.

Unfortunately, there is no single proactive action the government can take in order to
circumvent violence against women and children, as this is a moral  and societal
issue  above  everything.  However,  government  can  play  a  crucial  reactive  and
responsive  role  in  alleviating  this  challenge  through  the  various  National
Departments mentioned above. 

Our  society  needs to  change,  and our  government  needs to  change its  attitude
towards the plight of not just women and girls, but all our vulnerable groups.
 
Gender inequality is one of the most widespread violations of human rights, with
long-term devastating effects on the lives of women, their communities and society.
 
South Africa needs a government that is responsive; a government that cares. We
call on our government to act now! 


